
DIDELPHIS OBESULA. 

O****************^***** *4<£> 

Character Genericus. 

Dentes numerofi, parvi. 

FoIIiculus abdominalis. (feminse.) 

Character Specific us. 

DIDELPHIS fubferruginea, fubtus albefcens, 

cauda longiufcula, pedibus anticis pentadac- 

tylis, ungue exteriore utrinque breviffimo; 

poEicis tetradacSylis, digitis interioribus uni- 

tis. 

Macro pi potius quam Didelphidis fpecies. 

Auftralafiam incolit hrec fpecies, craffior et pin- 

guior reliquis congeneribus. Crura pofteriora ante- 

rioribus longiora, pedefque eodem fere more formati 

quo pedes Macropi gigantei, vulgo Kangaroo nomi- 

nati; licet minor longe fit digitus intermedius pro 

rata proportione pedis. Digiti duo interiores utrin¬ 

que conjuncli, feu cute communi veftiti. Magni- 

tudo animalis eadem prope eft ac minis Ratti Lin- 

naeani, femiadulti. Color pallido-fufco-flavefcit. 

Pilus craffior et afperior quam aliarum plerarumque 

minorum Didelphidum. Aures rotundatse. Cauda 

Ion- 



longiufcula. Si obiter et in tranfitu afpiciatur htec 

Didelphis, non abfimilis videtur porcello minutulo. 

Hanc fpeciem primo obfervavi in Mufeo celeberrimi 

Joannis Hunteri, unde figura haec noftra vera mag- 

nitudine depingitur. Iconas quoque nonnullas vidi 

quas depingi curaverat Dominus White, coloniae 

Britannicse, vulgo di&ae Botany Bay, chirurgus pri- 

marius; quique fpecimen fupra diftum Domino 

Huntero donavit. 
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T H E 

PORCULINE OPOSSUM. 

Generic Character. 

Teeth numerous, fmall. 

Abdominal Pouch in the female. 

Specific Character. 

Subferruginous OPOSSUM, whitifh. beneath, 

with longifh tail; the fore-feet pentadadly- 

lous with very fmall exterior claws; the 

hind-feet tetradadlylous with the two interior 

toes united. 

In reality it is more properly a fpecies of Macropus 

than Id idel phis. 

This fpecies, hitherto undeferibed, is a native of 

New Holland, and is remarkable for a thicker or 

more corpulent habit than others of the genus. The 

hind legs are confiderably longer than the fore-legs, 

and have, in miniature, the form of thofe of the 

Kanguroo and fome other Auftralafian quadrupeds ; 

though the middle claws are far lefs in proportion : 

the interior ones are double, or both covered by a 

common fkin. The fize of this fpecies is nearly 

that 



that of a fmall or half-grown domeftic rat. Its 

color is a pale yellow-brown, and its hair is of a 

coarfer or more harfti appearance than in the reft of 

the fmaller Opoffums: the ears are rounded : the 

tail rather long. When viewed in a curfory manner 

the animal bears a diftant refemblance to a pig in 

miniature. I firft obferved this fpecies in the Mu- 

feum of the late Mr. John Hunter, and from the 

fpecirnen there preferved the prefent figure is taken. 

It is reprefented in its natural fize. I have alfo feen 

drawings of the fame fpecies in the collection of 

Mr. White, Chief Surgeon to the Settlement at 

Botany Bay, who prefented the above-mentioned 

fpecirnen to Mr. Hunter. 


